
 

Caldwell County students in grades K-12 will learn from the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. The standards are                   
the culmination of an extended, broad-based effort to fulfill the charge issued to create the next generation of K-12                   
standards in order to help ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of high                       
school. 
 

English Language Arts and Literacy  
Learning new language skills is a hallmark of kindergarten. Your child           
will learn about the alphabet and its role in reading. Your child will             
practice rhyming, matching words with beginning sounds, and        
blending sounds into words. Practice with these types of activities is           
a powerful step toward learning to read and spell correctly. The size            
of a child’s vocabulary is another key factor in his or her ability to              
read and comprehend books and stories. Your child will begin to           
experiment with writing and will be encouraged to use a combination           
of drawing, dictating, and writing letters to share information, ideas,          
and feelings. Kindergarten teachers will spend time modeling and         
teaching children many skills including how to: 
● Compare the adventures and experiences of characters in        

stories, such as fairy tales and folktales. 
● Name upper- and lower-case letters, matching those letters        

with their sounds, and printing them. 
● Retell familiar stories and talking about stories read to them          

using details from the text. 
● Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to         

describe an event, including his or her reaction to what          
happened. 

● State an opinion or preference about a topic in writing (e.g.,           
“My favorite book is …”). 

● Take part in classroom conversations and following rules for         
discussions. 

● Speak clearly to express thoughts, feelings, and ideas, including         
descriptions of familiar people, places, things, and events. 

● Ask and answer questions about key details in text read aloud. 
● Understand and use question words (e.g., who, what, where,         

when, why, how) in discussions. 
● Learn to recognize, spell, and properly use those little         

grammatical words that hold the language together (e.g., a,         
the, to, of, from, I, is, are). 

Read to Achieve 
Read to Achieve is a program created in        
legislation approved by the North Carolina      
General Assembly in July 2012. The program       
has components for improving reading     
proficiency for students in kindergarten     
through third grade. The goal of the state is to          
ensure that every student read at or above        
grade level by the end of third grade and         
continue to progress in reading proficiency so       
that he or she can read, comprehend,       
integrate, and apply complex texts needed for       
secondary education and career success. Visit      
North Carolina’s Read to Achieve for Parents       
Livebinder to learn more. 
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=132690
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Letterland ™ 
Letterland is a phonics program used in       
Caldwell County Schools. Each letter has a       
character which helps children remember the      
letter and its corresponding sound. Parents can       
use the Letterland characters to help children       
with letter recognition and sound production. 

To view the standards for English Language 
Arts (ELA), visit the North Carolina 

Department of Education website at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/l

anguagearts/scos/ 

Benchmark Assessments 
Caldwell County Schools will administer several benchmark assessments throughout the year that provide a snapshot of                
student performance relating to NC state standards. The benchmark assessments will not be graded; however, it is                 
important for students to be present and do their best as teachers will use the data to guide instruction.  

 

Mission Statement: To provide quality instruction      
in a safe, caring environment.  

Vision Statement: Every student will graduate from high school, competitive for           
work or postsecondary education, and be prepared for life in the 21st century. 
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http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/languagearts/scos/
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D’Nealian Handwriting 
D’Nealian handwriting is practiced in Caldwell County Schools. D’Nealian has a slanted,            
flowing style designed to help ease the transition for students from print to cursive              
writing. A sample of the upper and lower case letters in D’Nealian is below. You may                
practice D’Nealian letter formation with your child to help with writing. 
 

 

Writing is an essential skill. 
Encourage writing outside of 
school with writing activities 
that are simple and fun. 
 
*Leave sticky notes around 
the house 
*Write letters together to 
family and/or friends 
*Keep a family 
chalkboard/message board 
*Keep a family/individual 
journal 
 
Writing is a skill and a habit. 
Fostering good habits early 
will have a tremendous 
impact on your child’s 
attitude toward writing.  

 

Writing (The writing stages for kindergarten.) 

Prewriting  
(beginning of Kindergarten) 

Early Emergent  
(middle of Kindergarten) 

Emergent  
(end of kindergarten/beginning of first grade) 

● relies primarily on 
drawings to convey 
meaning 

● uses random 
numbers and letters 
to represent words 

● tells about own 
drawing and 
writing 

● uses drawing and words to 
convey meaning 

● copies words, names, and 
labels environment 

● uses mostly beginning and 
ending consonants to spell 
words 

● uses upper and lowercase 
letters indiscriminately 

● pretends to read own writing 

● establishes a relationship between drawing and print 
● adds details to drawing 
● writes 1 or 2 sentences focused on a topic 
● writes in the way one would speak 
● writes left to right and top to bottom 
● uses upper and lowercase letters indiscriminately 
● uses spacing between words consistently 
● spells names and familiar words correctly 
● uses temporary spelling 
● begins to read own writing 
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Mathematics 
Young children arrive in kindergarten with widely varying knowledge         
in math. By the end of the year, students should have some important             
foundations in place. Kindergarten teachers will spend time modeling         
and teaching children how to: 

● Count objects to tell how many there are 
● Compare two groups of objects to tell which group, if either,           

has more; compare two written numbers to tell which is          
greater 

● Act out addition and subtraction word problems and draw         
diagrams to represent them 

● Add with a sum of 10 or less; subtract from a number 10 or              
less; and solve addition and subtraction word problems 

● Add and subtract very small numbers quickly and accurately         
(e.g., 3 + 1) 

● Correctly name shapes regardless of orientation or size  

To view the standards for Mathematics, visit 
the North Carolina Department of Education 
website at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum
/mathematics/scos/ 

Your home is full of opportunities to help        
build not only number sense with your child        
but also your child’s confidence in      
mathematics. Allow your child to help in the        
kitchen with recipes and food preparation.      
Projects around the house almost always      
include math. Schedules, appointments, and     
routines all involve telling time and      
calculating elapsed time. Talk with your child       
about the everyday uses of math in your life.  

 
Teachers integrate Science, Social Studies, Health, and Information and Technology throughout the year to              
formulate a well-rounded education for your child. Teachers in kindergarten will focus on many topics including: 

Science 
● Observe animals and demonstrate how to care for them.  
● Show similarities of humans with animals through basic needs, growth and 

change, and movement. 
● Identify precipitation, wind, temperature, and cloud cover. 
● Observe and determine the effects of weather on human activities. 
● Use common tools to measure weather. 
● Describe objects using senses of look, feel, smell, taste, and sound. 
● Describe usefulness of tools such as scissors, pencils, crayons, paper clips, and 

hammers. 
● Use and demonstrate standard and nonstandard units of measure to compare 

and describe objects. 

Social Studies 
● Understand change over time. 
● Use geographic representations and 

terms to describe surroundings. 
● Understand the interaction between 

humans and the environment. 
● Understand basic economic concepts. 
● Understand the roles of a citizen. 
● Understand how individuals are similar 

and different. 

Health Education 
● Develop skills for mental/emotional well being and personal/consumer health. 
● Develop healthy and effective interpersonal communication and relationship 

skills. 
● Apply knowledge and behavior self management skills to areas of nutrition and 

physical activity for healthy growth, development, and maintenance. 
● Exhibit reasonable personal and social behavior that respects self and others at 

the same time as values physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, 
self-expression, and social interaction. 

Information and Technology 
● Classify useful sources of information. 
● Understand the difference between 

text read for enjoyment and text read 
for information. 

● Use technology tools and skills to 
reinforce classroom concepts and 
activities. 
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Meeting with the Teacher 
When you talk to your child’s teacher, do not worry about 
covering everything. Keep focused on the most important 
topics. In kindergarten, these include:  
 
● Using knowledge of letters and letter-sound 

correspondences to figure out how to spell words as 
they sound.  

● Reading and understanding a story designed for 
early readers.  

● Counting to tell the number of objects (this will not 
be written work; ask the teacher for his or her 
observations of your child’s progress in this area) 

● Solving addition and subtraction word problems. 
 
Other Possible Questions for the Teacher:  
Ask to see a sample of your child’s work. Ask the teacher 
questions such as: Is this piece of work satisfactory? How 
could it be better? Is my child on track? If my child needs 
extra support or wants to learn more about a subject, are 
there resources to help his or her learning outside the 
classroom? 

Homework Helpers/How to Help at Home 
● Create a consistent, quiet, and uninterrupted place 

for your child to study.  
● Sit down with your child to assist whenever needed.  
● Allow your child to communicate understanding or 

questions about what they are learning. 
Conversations with your child go a long way.  

● Model good reading and writing habits and discuss 
the importance of reading and writing. 

● Visit the public library and allow your child to check 
out books.  

● Communicate with your child’s teacher and school. 
● Read to/with your child everyday! 

For more information, visit pta.org to view the National PTA Parent Guides.  
 

 

Additional Links/Resources 

https://www.caldwellschools.com/Page/790 

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/ 

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/languagearts/parents/ 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/parents/resources/ 

 

 
 

Elementary Education Director - Dr. Lesa Widener - lwidener@caldwellschools.com 
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